
Core Course Descriptions 
Dual Enrollment courses are offered at ELHS via NWSCC and require an acceptable score 
on the ACT or Accuplacer exam and student is required to pay the cost of tuition.  DL Lab 
courses are all web based here at ELHS.  

English Language Department 

English/World Literature – (1 credit) The scope of English/World Literature includes 
composition skills based on the emphasis of grammar, usage, and various literary works. 
Reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills are enhanced with the study of grammar, 
composition, and literature. Literature for this course includes short stories, novels, plays, 
nonfiction, and poetry.  

English/Early American Literature – (1 credit) This course introduces a variety of literary 
forms and continues skill development in language, reading, and composition. This course 
includes a study of the short story, biographies, novels, plays, and poetry. Speech and/or poetry 
recitation is required. Literary analysis, research skills, and vocabulary development will be 
stressed.  

English/Late American Literature – (1 credit) This course is a traditional survey of American 
literature covered chronologically from the Colonial period to the present. It includes studies of 
philosophies, literary movements, writing styles, and analysis to show the correlation between 
American history and literature. Outside reading will be required, as will a major research paper. 

English/British Literature – (1 credit) This course is a study of English literature from the 
beginnings of literary development in England to the twentieth century. Emphasis is given to the 
political, intellectual, and social thought as reflected in English literature and to the criteria for 
evaluating literary works. Students are required to read a minimum of three novels.  

PreAP English/World Literature – (1 credit) This course covers selected materials included in 
regular English/World Literature and in addition it provides a higher level of critical thinking 
skills. Advanced composition study, challenging outside reading, and research will be addressed. 
Prepares student for Advanced Placement English Language and Advanced Placement English 
Literature. Students will receive a .5 extra quality point for successfully completing this course. 
Summer reading may be required. 

PreAP English/Early American Literature – (1 credit) This advanced course covers all the 
material included in regular English/Early American Literature and in addition provides more 
in-depth work with composition, literature, and grammar. Extensive outside reading will be 
required, as well as a short research project. There is a strong emphasis on critical reading and 
analysis. Prepares student for Advanced Placement English Language and Advanced Placement 
English Literature. Students will receive a .5 extra quality point for successfully completing this 
course. Summer reading may be required.  



AP English Language – (1 credit) Through richer diversity of goals, methods and subject 
matter, this course challenges students to complete college preparatory work by intermixing units 
according to chronology, genre and theme in American literature and by utilizing those writing 
skills necessary to respond to literary works. Research skills are stressed and extensive outside 
reading is required. After completing this course, students may take the English Advanced 
Placement Language and Composition Exam given by the College Board for advanced 
placement and/or credit. Students will receive a 1.0 extra quality point for successfully 
completing this course. Summer reading required.  

AP English Literature- (1 credit) The senior English Advanced Placement course is a college 
level course, which includes both the study and practice of writing and the chronological study of 
British literature and history. In addition, multicultural classical literature will be offered for 
study. The AP course will concentrate on individual interpretation, response and analysis, and 
extensive outside reading is required Elements of depth, complexity and pacing will also be 
incorporated into the rigorous curriculum. After completing the course, students may take the 
English Advanced Placement Literature and Composition Exam given by the College Board for 
advanced placement and/or credit. Students will receive a 1.0 extra quality point for successfully 
completing this course. Summer reading required.  

Dual Enrollment English 101 – (1 high school credit/3 hours college English credit from 
NWSCC) Prerequisite: Passing score on the ACCUPLACER EXAM or ACT English 18 and 
ACT Reading 20. The course covers a Study of English literature from the beginning of literary 
development through the twentieth century, correlating the various periods of English literature 
with the historical events of each period. The NWSCC syllabi require that students develop 
critical reading, writing, and thinking skills vital to the composition process. Students will learn 
techniques for effective oral and written expression through the blending of the essential 
elements and the college level writing competencies, including essay writing, spelling, 
vocabulary development, and library research. Students will receive a 1.0 extra quality point for 
successfully completing this course. 

Dual Enrollment English 102 – (1 high school credit/3 hours college English credit from 
NWSCC) Prerequisite: Successful completion of English 101 or a score of 3 on a AP Literature 
or AP Language exam. The course covers a Study of English literature from the beginning of 
literary development through the twentieth century, correlating the various periods of English 
literature with the historical events of each period. The NWSCC syllabi require that students 
develop critical reading, writing, and thinking skills vital to the composition process. Students 
will learn techniques for effective oral and written expression through the blending of the 
essential elements and the college level writing competencies, including essay writing, spelling, 
vocabulary development, and library research. Students will receive a 1.0 extra quality point for 
successfully completing this course. 

Mathematics Department 



Algebra I – (1 credit) This is a course that develops the set of real numbers as a mathematical 
system, and develops the concept of relations and functions. It allows the students to learn both 
concepts and skills and to apply those skills in both abstract and real world situations.  

Geometry – (1 credit) This course is designed to build on the student’s experience in elementary 
geometry programs, using an intuitive approach. It includes plane, solid, and coordinate 
geometry and a study of the identification, recognition, and properties of two-dimensional 
figures. 

Algebraic Connections- (1 credit-Not accepted by NCAA. Standard math athletes who plan 
to register with the NCAA Clearinghouse and take this course need to also take a course in 
foreign language, geography, or psychology.) This  course is designed for students who wish 
to increase their mathematical knowledge and skills prior to enrollment in the Algebra II with 
Trigonometry course. Algebraic Connections expands upon the concepts of Algebra I and 
Geometry, with emphasis on application-based problems. This course provides opportunities to 
incorporate the use of technology through its emphasis on applying functions to make 
predictions and to calculate outcomes. The prerequisites for Algebraic Connections are Algebra I 
and Geometry.  

Algebra II – (1 credit) Prerequisite: Algebra 1 and Geometry. This course is designed to prepare 
students for advanced mathematics courses by continuing the development and extension of 
fundamental concepts and skills that are introduced in Algebra I and Geometry. It integrates 
applications and theory to provide a balanced framework. 

PreAP Algebra I- (1 credit) This course is designed for students planning to pursue a course of 
study in mathematics beyond minimum requirements for a college degree. It covers, besides the 
essential elements of regular Algebra; more applied problems in both abstract and real world 
situations.  

PreAP Geometry – (1 credit) This course is designed for students planning to pursue a course of 
study in mathematics beyond minimum requirements for a college degree. It covers, besides the 
essential elements of regular geometry, coordinate proofs, truth tables, and trigonometric ratios. 
Students will receive a .5 extra quality point for successfully completing this course. 

Algebra II with Trigonometry – (1 credit) Prerequisite: Successful completion of Pre-AP 
Algebra I and PreAP Geometry. This course is designed for students planning to pursue a course 
of study in mathematics beyond minimum requirements for a college degree. It covers, besides 
the essential elements of Algebra 2, a greater emphasis on applied problems, statistics, and 
inductive reasoning with additional algebraic and trigonometric content. Mastery of the content 
standards for this course is necessary for student success in higher-level mathematics. The use of 
appropriate technology is encouraged for numerical and graphical investigations that enhance 
analytical comprehension. Students will receive a .5 extra quality point for successfully 
completing this course. 



PreAP Pre-Calculus – (1 credit) Prerequisite: Algebra 2 and Geometry.  In Pre-calculus, 
students will use symbolic reasoning and analytical methods to represent mathematical 
situations, to express generalizations, and to study mathematical concepts and the relationships 
among them. Students will use functions, equations, and limits to express generalizations, to 
understand mathematical relationships, to connect ideas in geometry, trigonometry, and calculus, 
and to model physical situations. Students will receive a .5 extra quality point for successfully 
completing this course.  

DE Math 115 PreCalculus Algebra and Trigonometry (1 credit and 4 credit hours through 
NWSCC) This course covers the algebra of functions, systems of equations and inequalities, 
quadratic inequalities, and the conic sections. It also includes the study of trigonometric and 
inverse trigonometric functions, trigonometric equations, vectors, complex numbers, polar 
coordinates, and De Moivre's Theorem. Students will receive a 1.0 extra quality point for 
successfully completing this course.  

AP Calculus (1 credit)  This Advanced Placement course fulfills the requirements of a first 
semester college calculus class. It introduces differential and integral calculus. Topics covered 
include limits, continuity, differentiation and applications, integration and applications, and 
curve 
sketching. Students are required to take the AP exam. A score of 3 or better on the AP exam may 
earn college credit. Students will receive a 1.0 extra quality point for successfully completing 
this course. 

Computer Science Principles (1 credit) This course is available to seniors only who have 
successfully completed Algebra II or Algebra II with Trigonometry. This course emphasizes 
object-oriented programming methodology with a concentration on problem-solving and 
algorithm development. 
 

Social Science Department: 

World History 1500 to the Present- (1 credit) This course directs students to think critically 
about the various forces that combine to shape the world today. Emphasis will be placed on 
geographic impact, development of civic knowledge/responsibilities, and emerging economic 
systems within a chronological context. Students will gain an understanding and appreciation of 
history as an exciting story of people much like them at other times and places. 

United States History I- (1 credit) Students cover the historic development of American ideas 
and institutions from the Age of Exploration to 1877. While focusing on political and economic 
history, the standards provide students with a basic knowledge of American culture through a 
chronological survey of major issues, movements, people, and events in United States and 
Alabama History. 

United States History II- (1 credit) The study of the economic, geographic, social, and political 
development of the United States. Beginning with the post-Reconstruction United States and its 



shift into a more industrialized society, the course continues through the twentieth century to the 
present. Students are involved in a chronological study of major events, issues, movements, and 
leaders of the United States through the present from both a national and an Alabama 
perspective. Students are actively involved in and are challenged by the level of expectation 
inherent in the required content of this course. With more fully developed skills in abstract 
thinking, students compare, analyze, and explain events and developments rather than simply list 
or identify them. 

Government (½ credit) Students in this course gain the knowledge and skills necessary for civic 
responsibility. In United States Government, students draw on the knowledge and skills from 
their previous study of United States, world history, and geography as background information. 
The course focuses on the origins and functions of government as well as the intellectual 
influences in the development of representative democracy in America. Through a detailed study 
of the United States Constitution, students become knowledgeable of the structure and workings 
of government at all levels in the state and nation. 

Economics (½ credit) Economics provides students with detailed knowledge in the workings of 
modern-day economic systems, in particular the American capitalist system. Students acquire 
information about basic economic concepts and skills in the interpretation of graphic economic 
date. Students apply information and skills to the analysis of issues and problems in 
contemporary economic systems. The study of economics includes the use and interpretation of 
maps, charts, graphs, tables, and other expressions of statistical date. 

Dual Enrollment History 201- (1 high school credit and 3 credit hours through NWSCC) This 
course will provide a survey of the political, economic, social, cultural, and intellectual 
history of the United States from its beginnings through the Civil War. Students will be 
encouraged to develop a critical and analytical approach to historical problems. Students should 
discover the complexity of historical forces and historical cycles and increase their appreciation 
of cultural diversity in American history. Students will receive a 1.0 extra quality point for 
successfully completing this course. 

Dual Enrollment History 202 (1 high school credit and 3 credit hours through NWSCC) This 
course will provide a survey of the political, economic, social, cultural, and intellectual 
history of the United States from the Reconstruction era to the present. Students will be 
encouraged to develop a critical and analytical approach to historical problems. Students should 
discover the complexity of historical forces and historical cycles and increase their appreciation 
of cultural diversity in American history. Students will receive a 1.0 extra quality point for 
successfully completing this course. 

Science Department:  

Biology (1 credit) Inquiry-based course with engineering design integration; focused on patterns, 
processes, and interactions among living organisms including structures and processes, 
ecosystems, heredity, and unity and diversity. This course is classified as a life science. 



Chemistry (1 credit) Investigation of empirical concepts central to biology, earth science, 
environmental science, and physiology; in-depth investigations on the properties and interactions 
of matter including matter and its interactions, concentration of forces and motion, types of 
interactions, stability and instability in chemical systems, conservation of energy, energy 
transformations, and applications of energy to everyday life. This course is classified as a 
physical science. 

Environmental Science (1 credit) Study of natural resources, natural hazards, human impacts on 
Earth systems and global climate change; design engineering solutions to solve various problems 
affecting Earth and its environment. This course is classified as a life science. 

Anatomy and Physiology (1credit) Study of structure and function of human body systems from 
the cellular level to the organism level; interactions within and between systems that maintain 
homeostasis in an organism; how personal choices, environmental factors, and genetic factors 
affect the human body. This course is classified as a life science. 

PreAP Biology (1 credit) Advanced inquiry-based course with engineering design integration; 
focused on patterns, processes, and interactions among living organisms including structures and 
processes, ecosystems, heredity, and unity and diversity. This course is intended for students 
who are interested in an accelerated program. PreAP Biology will prepare students who may 
consider taking AP Biology or are interested in a science-related career after high school. Due to 
the pace of this course, a student must have demonstrated academic excellence in previous 
science and math courses.Students will receive a .5 extra quality point for successfully 
completing this course. This course is classified as a life science. 

PreAP Chemistry (1 credit) Advanced investigation of empirical concepts central to biology, 
earth science, environmental science, and physiology; in-depth investigations on the properties 
and interactions of matter including matter and its interactions, concentration of forces and 
motion, types of interactions, stability and instability in chemical systems, conservation of 
energy, energy transformations, and applications of energy to everyday life. PreAP Chemistry is 
designed for students who are highly motivated and interested in seeking a career in a 
science-related field. This course moves at a much faster pace than the regular chemistry class 
and, as a result, a greater range and depth of material will be covered. Students will receive a .5 
extra quality point for successfully completing this course.This course is classified as a physical 
science. 

Physics- Prerequisites: Algebra II w/Trig and Chemistry. Detailed exploration of properties of 
physical matter, physical quantities, motion and stability, energy, and waves and their 
applications for information transfer through authentic investigations and engineering design 
processes. A calculator with trigonometric functions is required. Students will receive a .5 extra 
quality point for successfully completing this course.This course is classified as a physical 
science. 

 AP Biology (1 credit) This is a college-level course that follows the guidelines of The College 
Board. It will differ significantly from the usual high school biology regarding the kind of 



textbook used, the range and depth of topics covered, the kind of lab work done, and the time 
and effort required of students. The main goals of AP Biology are to help students develop a 
conceptual framework of modern biology, to help students gain appreciation of science as a 
process, and to prepare the students for the national exam. Students are encouraged to take the 
AP exam. A score of 3 or better on the AP exam may earn college credit. Students will receive a 
1.0 extra quality point for successfully completing this course. This course is classified as a life 
science. 

AP Chemistry (1 credit) This course is designed to be the equivalent of the general chemistry 
course usually taken during the first year of college. AP Chemistry differs from the other 
chemistry courses in the kind of textbook used, the topics covered, the emphasis on chemical 
calculations and the mathematical formulations of principles, kind of laboratory work done, and 
the overall time spent on the course by students. In this course, students should attain a greater 
depth of understanding of fundamentals and a reasonable competence in dealing with chemical 
problems. Students will need a scientific calculator and an AP study guide. Students are 
encouraged to take the AP exam. A score of 3 or better on the AP exam may earn college credit. 
Students will receive a 1.0 extra quality point for successfully completing this course. This 
course is classified as a physical science. 

Dual Enrollment Biology 103 (1 high school credit and 3 credit hours via NWSCC) This is an 
introductory course for science and non-science majors. It covers physical, chemical, and 
biological principles common to all organisms. These principles are explained through a study of 
cell structure and function, cellular reproduction, basic biochemistry, cell energetics, the process 
of photosynthesis, and Mendelian and molecular genetics. Also included are the scientific 
method, basic principles of evolution, and an overview of the diversity of life with emphasis on 
viruses, prokaryotes, and protist. A 120 minute laboratory is required. Students will receive a 1.0 
extra quality point for successfully completing this course. This course is classified as a life 
science. 
 
 

 

 

Career Technical Elective Credits (These courses will count towards the 3 CT, FL, or FA 
graduation requirement.) 

Accounting -(1 credit DL LAB) This course will provide the students with a foundation for 
college accounting courses, office work, and small business management. This is a necessary 
course for students pursuing a business degree in college. Three forms of accounting are studied: 
financial, cost, and management. The basic rules, concepts, and conventions of the double entry 
system are covered. Techniques to analyze ratios from balance sheets are introduced. All 
chapters cover ethics, integrity, and confidentiality necessary in the business world. 



Agri-Science (½ credit) A one-half credit course that provides students with a general overview 
of the Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources Cluster and pathways.  

Agriscience Intermediate (1 credit) This course provides students with an intermediate 
understanding of the Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources cluster, which contains five 
pathways—Power, Structure, and Technical Systems; Environmental and Natural Resources 
Systems; Animal Systems; Plant Systems; and Agribusiness Systems. Students are involved in 
classroom and laboratory activities in each of the five pathway areas. The emphasis for 
Intermediate Agriscience is plant systems. 
Agriscience Advanced (1 credit) Advanced Agriscience is a course that provides students with 
an advanced understanding of the Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources cluster, which 
contains five pathways-Power, Structure, and Technical Systems; Environmental and Natural 
Resources Systems; Animal Systems; Plant Systems; and Agribusiness Systems. Students are 
involved in classroom and laboratory activities in each of the five pathway areas. The emphasis 
for Advanced Agriscience is animal systems. The curriculum will provide opportunities for 
credentials utilizing resources from the Alabama Green Industry Training Center, NCCER, and 
various others. 
AG FFA Teams- (1 credit) This course allows FFA students time to work on competition skills. 
AG Senior Career Pathway Project (SCPP) is a capstone course designed for career and 
technical education students who have completed two or more career and technical education 
courses. This course allows students to utilize their secondary coursework through an experience 
that showcases their learning. It provides an opportunity for a student to choose an area of 
interest and engage in an in-depth exploration of the area while demonstrating problem-solving, 
decision-making, and independent-learning skills. The SCPP contributes to an educational plan 
of challenging courses and practical experiences that prepares students for the workplace or for 
pursuing further education. During the SCPP the student works with his or her coordinating 
teacher, academic teachers, and with a product or process mentor who has expertise in the 
student’s field of study. At the conclusion of the SCPP, the student presents or demonstrates 
knowledge gained to an audience consisting of the coordinating teacher, academic teachers, the 
product or process mentor, peers, and community and business representatives.  

Army JROTC I,II, III, IV- (1 credit at LCHS via LCCT bus) A student may take 1, 2, 3, or 4 
years as an elective credit in sequence. This course may also be substituted for the required 
physical education credit. Academic topics include military history, geography/map reading, 
principles of leadership, physical wellness, responsible citizenship, individual financial planning, 
and army organization and structure. Leadership topics include communication skills, 
understanding individual and group behavior, leadership theory, personnel management, 
responsible citizenship, drill and ceremonies, and planning one’s future. Curriculum-in-action 
trips to civilian and military facilities are offered to students. The course has specific dress and 
grooming standards as well as the requirements to wear the Army uniform one day each week for 
students enrolled in the course 

Auto Mechanics (2 credits each year)  Students will learn foundational knowledge and skills 
relative to safety, engine repair, automatic transmissions and manual drive trains. As they 



progress they will learn Automotive Electrical and Electronic Systems I which provides students 
with classroom and laboratory instruction in electrical and electronic system operations, 
diagnosis, and repairs. Hands-on work experiences and SkillsUSA leadership activities provide 
many opportunities to enhance classroom instruction and career development. 

Commerce and Information Technology (2 credits each year)  The Commerce & Information 
Technology program prepares students with the fundamental knowledge and skills in evaluating 
functions essential to efficient and productive business operations. Students in this program learn 
and practice skills that prepare them for diverse post-high school education and training 
opportunities, from apprenticeships and two-year college programs to four-year college and 
graduate programs. 

Co-Op Work Based Experience- (max 2 credits each year) Pre-requisites: Must complete 
application with Sonia Burden (sburder@lawrenceal.org)  at LCCT and attend co-op meetings 
until all paperwork is completed.  Cooperative Education is a structured component of the Career 
and Technical Education (CTE) curriculum that integrates classroom instruction with productive, 
progressive, supervised, work-based experiences through paid employment outside of school 
related to students’ career objectives. Content is planned for students through a cooperative 
arrangement between the school and employer as a component of work-based learning. Students 
must work a minimum of 140 documented hours per semester in order to receive each credit. 

Cosmetology (2 credits each year) Cosmetology provides students with a study of concepts 
related to the cosmetology profession. Specific topics include cosmetology history and 
opportunities, professional image, infection control, basic fundamentals, and principles of hair 
design. Students also gain initial practical experience in sanitation, shampooing, hair shaping, 
and hairstyling. Upon successful completion of the introductory course, students are able to 
practice safety and sanitary precautions as they perform basic procedures. Topics for later years 
include  Chemical Services, Hair Coloring, Introduction to Spa Techniques, Advanced Spa 
Techniques Applications, Salon Practices and Management. 

Drafting- (2 credits each year) This course serves as an introduction to the drafting design 
technology field. It provides essential information that builds a strong foundation for the entire 
program. Emphasis is placed on student orientation, safety, tools and procedures, geometric 
construction, sketching, dimensioning practices, visualization, and orthographic projection 
concepts. Computer-Aided Drafting (CAD) functions and techniques using CAD software 
applications are introduced. Upon successful completion of this course, students are able to 
utilize tools and interpret basic drafting standards to complete a multi-view drawing. Leadership 
activities, co-curricular opportunities, and employability skills are emphasized in appropriate 
career and technical education organization affiliations. This entry-level course is a prerequisite 
to all other drafting design technology courses. 

Electronics and Robotics- (2 credits each year) Students chosen for this program are molded to 
be our future electronics and robotic technicians through skill, knowledge, and practice. Students 
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will gain knowledge and experience in Alternating Current, Digital Electronics, Direct Current, 
Robotics, and Semiconductors. 

Forensic Science (1 credit DL LAB) This course focuses on career opportunities, safety, history 
of forensic science, criminal investigation, forensic serology and DNA, forensic studies in 
anthropology, toxicology, fingerprinting, firearms, physics, and document examination. 

Forestry (1 credit DL LAB) This course is designed to enable students to become 
knowledgeable of forestry and wood technology. Emphasis is placed on dendrology, tree 
measurement, mapping, silviculture, and forest products. 

HealthCare (2 credits each year) Health Science includes the Foundations one-credit course that 
introduces students to a wide range of health careers. Integrated academics combined with health 
care knowledge and skills provide the framework for a strong health care delivery system in the 
twenty-first century. Later courses in this field include Human Anatomy, Medical Terminology, 
and Clinical Studies.  

Industrial Maintenance (2 credits each year) This program refers to the repair and upkeep of 
various types of equipment and machines used in an industrial setting. Students will learn 
fabrication, hydraulics, troubleshooting, cutting, laser alignment, welding, and precision 
maintenance.  

Web Design I (1 credit DL LAB) This course enables the student to become a Web Design 
Intern for a virtual company called Education Designs. The student will use the same computer 
each day and will have access to storage space on that computer. The student will learn Internet 
basics, HTML, and the file structure of a well-organized Web site. Visually interesting Web 
pages will be developed using clear text, complimentary colors, visual assets, and appealing 
designs. The student will learn how to navigate the Internet to build a Web site with useful and 
well-researched information. The Web pages developed can be used as information sources for 
other Internet users. 
  

Welding (2 credits each year) This course is designed to complete all core requirements for 
NCCER Core credentialing and to provide students with fundamental knowledge and skills 
emphasizing use of hand tools, power tools, welding theory and practice for use in the 
manufacturing & construction industry. Each year students will progress in both knowledge and 
skills. Later topics will include basic shielded metal arc welding, blueprint reading, weld 
symbols and joint identification & print reading. The final 2 years are designed to provide 
students with additional practice, and skills development. Emphasis is placed on application and 
operation of shielded metal arc welding (SMAW) equipment and mastery in the vertical, 3-F and 
overhead, 4-F positions leading to NCCER Welding Level I Credentialing and AWS Plate 
certification. 



Fine Arts Electives- These courses will count towards the 3 CT, FL, FA graduation 
requirement.  

Band Marching (½ credit) Marching Band is also designed to develop students’ musical skills 
and to give students an opportunity to express themselves as they relate music to their everyday 
experiences. Great emphasis is placed on performance and perfection of musical fundamentals. 
Students are required to perform in various concerts throughout the year. Attendance is required 
at all practices and performances. Students in the Marching Band perform at varsity football 
games, attend and perform at pep rallies, compete in marching contests, and participate in local 
parades. Students are required to attend a pre-school marching camp held to teach marching and 
musical fundamentals. Students are also required to attend after school practices in preparation 
for their performance. Assessments are based on student performance, attendance and 
participation at all marching contests and practices. 

Band Concert (½ credit) Concert Band instruction focuses strongly on the fundamentals of 
playing an instrument. This ensemble is designed to develop students’ musical skills and to give 
students an opportunity to express themselves as they relate music to their everyday experiences. 
Great emphasis is placed on performance and perfection of musical fundamentals. Students are 
required to perform in various concerts throughout the year including the Music Performance 
Assessment. Attendance is required at all practices and performances. 

Musical Theatre (1 credit After School at LCHS) Performance oriented; the study of musical 
theatre history, styles, performance, and technical production; focuses on acting; directing; 
movement and mime; design; scriptwriting; singing; criticism; aesthetics" 
 

Theatre I, II, III, IV- (1 credit-) This course’s emphasis is placed on acting techniques, lighting, 
sound, makeup, costuming, stage setting, interpretive skills and leadership development in 
theater. Reading, reviewing, and producing plays, skits, and small shows are the focus of this 
course. Students are required to be a part of theatrical competitions and participate in theatrical 
productions throughout the school year. 
 

Foreign Language Elective Credits- Any of the foreign language classes will count towards 
the 3 CT, FL, FA graduation requirements.  

Spanish I- (1 credit) Listening and speaking are emphasized at the beginning of this course. As 
students progress, writing and reading skills are added. Basic vocabulary and grammatical 
principles are continually stressed. Controlled dialogues provide students with opportunities to 
communicate in the language. A study of family life, food, and other aspects of Spanish culture 
is also an integral part of the course. 

Spanish II- (1 credit) This course is a continuation of skills developed in the four language 
areas. Much emphasis is directed toward increased fluency in speaking. Cultural material 



provided through textbooks, resource lecturers, and teachers enhance students' knowledge of the 
target language. Students participate in skits and narratives at a more advanced level. 

French I - (1 credit DL LAB) This is a first-year modern language course which provides 
students with opportunities to communicate through speaking, writing, reading, and listening at a 
basic level; to develop insights into French cultures; to better understand their own language and 
culture; to access knowledge from other disciplines using French; and to participate more fully in 
the global community. 

French II- (1 credit DL LAB) This is a second-year modern language course, which provides a 
continuum for the review and expansion of the goals of French I. Level II represents a 
progression in terms of students’ facility in handling more complex elements of communication 
through speaking, writing, reading, and listening; broadening insights into French cultures as 
well as their own; and enhancing the connections made with other disciplines (as well as the 
connections made with the community and with the world). 

German I - (1 credit DL LAB) This is a first-year modern language course, which provides 
students with opportunities to communicate at a basic level; to develop insights into German 
cultures; to better understand their own language and culture; to access knowledge from other 
disciplines using German; and to participate more fully in the global community. 

German II - (1 credit DL LAB) This is a second-year modern language course, which provides 
students with opportunities to communicate at a basic level; to develop insights into German 
cultures; to better understand their own language and culture; to access knowledge from other 
disciplines using German; and to participate more fully in the global community. 

 

 

General Electives: 

ACT Prep- (½ credit) This course combines instruction by a highly qualified teachers with the 
John Baylor On To College ACT prep program to increase students chances of scoring well on 
the ACT.  

Career Preparedness (1 credit) This course is required for graduation and should be taken in 
9th grade. Through this course, students will gain content knowledge and skills to prepare them 
for college and career readiness. It focuses on three integrated components – academic 
planning and career development, financial literacy, and computer skill application. 

College Prep (½ credit) This course helps students prepare for the college application and 
scholarship process.  Students will investigate the different types of careers available to them, 
learn the differences in college types, compose both an employment and leadership resumes, 



obtain letters of recommendation for college scholarships, participate in virtual college field 
trips, and work on writing acceptable college essays.  

Contemporary Issues/Global Studies- (1 credit) In this course, students will study the current 
events of local, state, national, and international interests; media information analysis, political 
coverage, and techniques; analysis of current events from geographical, historical, political, 
social, and cultural perspectives.  

Driver’s Education -(½ credit) This course presents the basic components of traffic safety. 
Participation requires that students have their driver’s permit prior to the beginning of the class. 
Students will first attain 30 hours of classroom instruction. Afterwards, the students will receive 
actual on the road driving experience under the supervision of a certified driver education teacher 
in an approved program. Behind-the-wheel experiences will include pre-start checks, starting, 
stopping, turning, parking, following and meeting traffic, passing and safely driving in both 
urban and rural areas. Students may opt to have their teacher administer the driving portion 
for an Alabama State Driver’s License. This class will require an additional fee. 

Health -(½ credit) This course is required for graduation. The focus of the Health Education 
course is to provide students with further opportunities to apply health-related knowledge to 
personal life. After completing the semester course, students should be able to implement a 
personal health plan designed to decrease adolescent health risks. In addition, students gain 
knowledge of the interdependence among environmental factors, learn to administer first-aid 
procedures (including CPR), and gain an understanding of the importance of recognizing, 
avoiding and reporting verbal, physical, sexual and emotional abuse. 

Hudl Class (1 credit) Prerequisites- Approval of coaching staff. Students will film athletic 
events and have an elective class during the day where they work on uploading and labeling the 
film from games and breaking it down statistically.  They will also make “hype” videos for each 
weeks games to promote school spirit.  

LIFE PE (1 credit) This class is a requirement to graduate.  Students may substitute one year 
of Band or JROTC to meet this requirement. Lifelong Individualized Fitness Education (LIFE) is 
the foundation course for all high school students. The goal of the LIFE course is for students to 
make physical activity a part of their lives beyond high school. The focus of the required high 
school physical education course is health-enhancing activity. LIFE provides a blueprint for a 
lifetime of healthy living. Students learn to apply various aspects of fitness and to assess their 
own fitness levels. Students are required to develop and maintain an individual level of 
fitness that forms the foundation for a healthy future.  

Mythology-(1 credit) This course introduces students to the mythology and fables in Greece, 
Rome, Egypt, Mesopotamia, China, Japan and India. 

Nutrition and Wellness (½ credit DL LAB) Nutrition and Wellness is a one-semester course 
which provides the students with good nutrition principles for human physical and mental 
wellness. Discussions include wellness and food choices in today’s world, digestion and major 



nutrients, body size and weight management, physical fitness, sports nutrition, stress and fitness, 
and life-span nutrition. 

Psychology- (1 credit) This is an elective course designed as an introduction to human behavior. 
Personality, behavior, development, and methods of measuring intellectual abilities are topics 
that are included in the psychology part of the course. The process of thinking, general 
principles of learning, and factors involved in efficient learning are also addressed. 

Scholars Bowl (1 credit) Prerequisite: Permission of the instructor Jay Vick. Scholars Bowl is a 
game in which two teams compete head-to-head to answer questions from all areas of knowledge 
including history, literature, science, fine arts, current events, sports, and popular culture. 

Sociology (½ credit DL Lab) This course addresses culture and society; social inequalities; social 
institutions; and social change. 

Southern Literature -(1 credit) This elective course focuses on works by renowned Southern 
writers since the early 1800s. Students will examine the South's literary heritage through the 
study of poetry, fiction, non-fiction and drama. The course identifies major sources and themes 
of nineteenth and twentieth century writers as well as contemporary authors and how their works 
have contributed to society from a historical, political and social perspective. Students will 
recognize the contribution of Southern writers to American literature and recognize that Southern 
writing is an expression of a particular place, which achieves universality. Group discussions, 
readings, presentations and writing experiences are suggested for the course. 

Varsity Athletics I,II,III,IV - (1 credit)  Students who have been selected through team try-outs 
take this course to work on skills development, strength training, and conditioning. This course 
may be taken more than once. 

Yearbook Production I, II, III -(1 credit) Prerequisite: See Coach Cosby for application, 
screening process and recommendation from several teachers; satisfactory previous grades and 
attendance. Students plan, design, and produce the high school yearbook on computer. Course 
requires dependability, great organizational skills, and a great deal of time before and after 
school as well as summer participation and ad sales.  

 


